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Bartering network boosts business
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By Luci Scott
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

A Chandler businessman discovered
a way to increase his pool of potential
customers by at least hundreds of peo-
ple in one simple way: joining the Ari-
zona Trade Exchange, a company that
promotes bartering.

With his wife, Arlene, Fred Gosie-
lewski owns three Fast-Fix Jewelry and
Watch Repair shops — in Chandler

'Fashion Center, Scottsdale Fashion

Square and Arrowhead Towne Center
in Glendale.

Being a part of the bartering network
brings in customers, Gosielewski said.

“Everybody has a watch,” he said.
“Everybody has a piece of jewelry or a
ring that doesn’t fit.”

Here’s the simple way the exchange
works: One credit equals one dollar. An
exchange member buys a watch battery
from Fast-Fix for $19.95, but instead of
cash, the exchange transfers that credit
from the watch owner’s account to the
Fast-Fix account.

When- Gosielewski needs his floors
waxed or needs a phone or security sys-
tem, he finds the service in the direc-
tory published by the exchange.

With credits, he has bought business
cards, signs and banners, window
cleaning and glass counter tops.

Bartering network boosts business

When he has leftover inventory, if he
were selling it for cash, he’d have to dis-
count it 30 to 50 percent.

Instead, he sells overstock at an ex-
change Christmas bazaar for credits at
full value.

“I’m maximizing my profits,” he said.

Gosielewski figures he has used a
quarter-million dollars in trade credit.

Products and services on the ex-
change include cruises, used cars,
northern Arizona mountain cabins,
limo rides, house cleaning, pool clean-
ing, pest extermination, floral arrange-
ments, Suns tickets, home and auto
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I, who estimates he uses
$60,000 to $100,000 in trade a year.
He is outfitting the new office of

pendable income,” he said. “One of
my trade members said, ‘When the
economy was good, I felt I could af-
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