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MEET Your Neighbor

Name: Paul Richardson

Town/Neighborhood: Peoria -
Arrowhead Shores

What | like most about living here: The
temily-friendly tecilities at Rio Vista Park. 1t's
a great place to go and just paople watch.

Changes I'd like to see In this area: I'd
like to see Downtown Peoria come alive in &
amall town way like I've seen in Giloert and
Mesa. The Performing Arts Center is a great
start, but a lot needs to follow, paricularly
the supporting businessas.

‘What I'm excited about & why: I'm ex-
cited about the growth in the Wast Vallay. |
lived through it over the last decade in the
East Valley. I'm ready to grow my business
in the West Valley the same wey wa graw
with the East Valliay.

Favorite community cause & why:
Andrea’s Closet — Trec end Kenny Brunk
have really turned a tregic situstion, the

death of their daughter, into & wonderful
cause, essing the fears
of kide undergoing fright-
ening treatments  and
proceduras i hospital
sattings.

When & why | moved
here: | moved to Peoria
two years ago when my
partners and | cecided pgy|
to expand into the Wes! piekardean
Velley. Prior 1o 2007,

Arizona Trade Exchange operated exclu-
sively in the East Vallay.

‘Where | lived before & why | left: Before
2007, | lived in Gilbert and worked in Mesa.
‘When we decided to build owr business in
the West Valley, | could not stend the one
hour commute each way.

My family: | have thres kids ages &, 14
&nd 18 that keep my life very intereating. |

also heve four older brothers and sistars, all
of whom live in Arizong.

What | doz | am & pariner in tha Arizona
Trade Exchange, LLC, a business to busi-
ness bartertrede group in which small busi-
ness owners, tradesmen and professionels
trade their goods and services with each
other without the use of cash.

What | like most about what | do: | real-
Iy enjoy meating and working with entrepre-
naeurs. It seams ke every day | leam somse-
thing new ebout how & business works, or
discover & new business that | never knew
existed.

Previous occupations & why | left: I'va
done a lot of reslly different things. Right
out of college, | was a special agent with the
FBI in Las Wepas and MNew ork City. | laft
becausa the Mew York City commuter life-
style did not egree with me. More recantly,
| owned a retail printing franchize. | left thet

business because printing is an extramaly
competitive industry and if you were not in
the right place, with the right technology,
at the right cost, you could not compete. |
wesn't, so | left the business.

If | had plcked & different occupation,
it might have been: | might have becoms
an architect. I'm very analytical, out | have
a creative side. | like working within con-
straints, bt | like to ket my mind wander.

People who insplred me and how:
My morm managed 1o raise five kids on my
dad's teacher's salary. My dad worked real
Iy long hours to meke a difference in thow-
sands of kid's lives and still menaged 1o
meke & huge difference in ours.

My guiding philosophy: Rotary's Four-
‘Way Test. If ewery CEOQ and bureaucrat in
America had the Four-Wey Test on their
desk, there would be no limit to what we
could accomplish.

June 17,2009
Peoria Independent

ARIZ

NA

EXCHANGE:




