' Firms help employees via barter credits
Phoenix- imn! Net Fusion, » member of v-wﬁd M«hnNrm afford employee bo-
achange.

the trade &
lnpmm-mdm,mmmrlhe I.nl nr one employee said that
l While financial struggles are foreing  ability to reward our employees in a - without the trade bonss, his ks would
mlwhudchnllﬂlﬁ presents,” Miller

Al | myhmmo(mc bo-  grester way this year.

Wy Parker Leavitt
THE REPUBLIE | ATCENTRAL COM

. T i tuses this weasan, Valley  Duckett gave each of bl 28 employees said.
A differe Firms giving ST e o e e ek s W s s b

In November, the
charge held a trade lu]r wlnv Imndrmh
af employoes and thelr Flml-llumlduc

tem to revard his emj LI
holidays and on their birthds
"ﬂk‘f'll.hi:bm.wlml:uiaimlq‘ﬂ

barter bucks

The companies are using barter cred-
lhe Arizona Trade

world of

ins, earned
i

-1 pum. -Fri- rmmymmndnnlmhd.-ya s or perso-  the credits to buy holiday gifts like toys, to pay a bill, ir's mare of a bonis to them
|8 pm S 9 am-7 | nal pleasares. quphmwmmdmml nt.  where ﬂn', can go oul end buy certsin
| Arizona Trade s com- 1t can be a protsy powerful tool” sald  thi Twlotuid
2002 prised of nearly 600 businesses, includ-  Rob Miller, president of the Exchange. recent growth and incressed pop-
or one of & Fran- restnurants, doctors, landscapers, ho- Mare than §6 million worth of goods  ularity of the Arizona Trade Exchangr,
e and enterminment ceatersThe mduumwlllbnndnl:hnmshul!l whul{hvn Inyv;‘lml\llmplmuh
tulnss year. Th

heembernlsip-hased spa.” ]'nudncu.lemrun(-uri er dollars used for hoijday banuses b mmmnn

PAGES 8, 34 Southeast Valley hospital workers Kerl oo i Gilbert: “Greas e :ﬁf- %}Lln d\elmddm ofdollars,  “Wi're .Jlmm u:ncmn an
customers™

mr@n)mmm“ﬂ dnilmemm:_:;dqmn

ALSO SEAVING QUIEN CREER

s HIGLEY 1) WORTH €6

WAL PIMAL COUNTY

“iou're AN | Wiant for Christrmas™ I in Arizona”
. sl

of ummrhmu

O

- i b - .mud i b ey ot -

------------- Audienceiskey — [imimmmni | oS mics fomeir gore ey s i ht b e
tO hOﬂda ShOW mvenient times, and at af- L d_n.s‘l think i wm dmﬂ\ this year," he n Io ﬁ
y ;uw Shop Gilbart: | tant b«ﬂ the kwbudmnwmhawmldmmﬂ ch i nllfmﬂu paat

NOTICE

PAGE 1%

STORE CLOSING LIQUIDATION!

MFTER 35 YEARS ANDY AND DOTTIE FOLDES HAVE DECIDED TO RETIRE,
CLOSE THEIR DOORS AND GO OUT OF BUSINESSI!

| |i] FINAL DAYS! FINAL DAYS! OUR LAST XMAS WEEK!

Firms help employees via barter credits

By Parker Leavitt
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

While financial . struggles are forcing
many businesses to forgo employee bo-
nuses this holiday seasen, several Valley
companies have found a more creative,
resourceful way to reward their staff.

The companies are using barter cred-
its, earned through the Arizona Trade
Exchange to give employees extra
money to spend on holiday gifts or perso-
nal pleasures.

The Arizona Trade Exchange is com-
prised of nearly 600 businesses, includ-
ing restaurants, doctors, landscapers, ho-
tels and entertainment centers. The
member companies earn barter credits as
they trade products, services or work
with other members.

The barter dollars can then be spent at
any member business — for food at res-
taurants or for vital services from doctors
and dentists.

“This year, it’s been even more impor-
tant because the economy has been so
rough,” said Jim Duckett, president of

Phoenix-based Net Fusion, a member of
the trade exchange.

“It's given me and my company the
ability to reward our employees in a
greater way this year.”

Duckett gave each of his 25 employees
a holiday bonus worth $300 in barter
credits.

In November, the Arizona Trade Ex-
change held a trade fair, where hundreds
of employees and their families could use
the credits to buy holiday gifts like toys,
appliances, purses and sports equipment.

“It can be a pretty powerful tool,” said
Rob Miller, president of the Exchange.

More than $6 million worth of goods
and services will be traded through Mill-
er’s organization this year. The amount of
barter dollars used for holiday bonuses is
likely in the tens of thousands of dollars,
Miller estimated.

“I really noticed a big push for em-
ployee holiday bonuses last year, and I
don’t think it went down this year,” he
said.

A few business owners have told Miller
that without the barter credits, they

would not be able to afford employee bo- £

nuses at all.

“Last year, one employee said that |

without the trade bonus, his kids would

not have had Christmas presents,” Miller |

said.

Wayne Taylor, owner of Taylors Floor-
ing in Mesa, said he uses the barter
tem to reward his employees during
holidays and on their birthdays.

“They like it because instead of using it
to pay a bill, it'’s more of a bonus to them
where they can go out and buy certain
things,” Taylor said.

The recent growth and increased pop-
ularity of the Arizona Trade Exchange,
which began 10 years ago, has apparently
been accelerated by the economic down-
turn, Miller said.

“We're all booming,” Miller said of an
estimated 600 trade exchanges in the U.S.
“Because it's truly one of the few compa-
nies that is recession-proof.”

As a result, the Arizona Trade Ex-
change continues to add to its member-
ship and has doubled its staff in the past
seven months.
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